"MARSE HENRY" '

not a falling, popularity, drawing to the very last
undiminished audiences.

Because of this unexampled run he was some^
times described by unthinking people as a one-part
actor. jSTothing could be farther from the truth.
He possessed uncommon versatility. That after
twenty years of the new Rip Van Winkle, when he
was past fifty years of age, he could come back to
such parts as Caleb Plummer and Acres is proof
of this. He need not have done so at all. Carry-
Ing a pension roll of dependents aggregating fifteen
or twenty thousand a year for more than a quarter
of a century, Rip would still have sufficed his re-
quirements. It was his love for his art that took
him to The Cricket and The Rivals, and at no in-
considerable cost to himself.

I have heard ill-natured persons, some of them
envious actors, say that he did nothing for the stage.

He certainly did not make many contributions
to its upholstery. He was in no position to emu-
late Sir Henry Irving in forcing and directing the
public taste. But he did in America quite as much
as Sir Charles Wyndham and Sir Henry Irving in
England to elevate the personality, the social and
intellectual standing of the actor and the stage,
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